
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 2017 Newsletter 

About Spay Virginia: 
SpayVA is a project of the Virginia Federation of Humane Societies.  
Our goal is to work with shelters, local governments, rescue groups, 
and private veterinarians to provide pet owners and caregivers in     
Virginia with access to convenient and affordable spay/neuter services. 
By spaying or neutering your pet, you may be giving your pet the gift 
of a healthier and happier life AND you will be preventing unwanted 
and unplanned litters of puppies and kittens from being added to the 
hundreds of dogs and cats already in Virginia shelters. 
Thanks to our partnership with several very generous donors, SpayVA 
was able to award $15,000 to 15 member organizations in 2017.  Many 
were eager to share their stories of how these funds were used and the 
impact made on their spay/neuter programs.   

Contents: 
Reports detailing how awardees used their grants 

Stories about the impacts of grants on individual animals 

Pictures galore 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  Community Cat Advocats—23 cats ($1,000) 
 This SpayVA grant was used to help fund 23 spay/neuter          
surgeries in the pilot phase for a new Community Cat Advocats 
initiative, Downtown Snip ‘n’ Tip, which focuses on targeted 

TNVR in the downtown area of Winchester, VA. This area historically has 
been a source of concern to both residents and officials in terms of the          
concentration of community cats. Receipt of the grant funds enabled CCA to 
launch this pilot phase with four cat colonies within a limited and targeted   
area. This initial, small-scale approach has proven to be exceedingly beneficial 
in our determining the resources required and implementation strategy for 
the next phases of the Downtown Snip ‘n’ Tip initiative. Education and      
community outreach is an important part of CCA’s mission and an additional 
benefit of this effort was our opportunity to share information about          
community cats, TNVR, and best practices for colony management in       
neighborhoods struggling to contain their resident community cat              
populations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Community Cat Advocats, cont’d. 
Community Cat Advocats is grateful for the $1,000 SpayVA grant, which 
helped us launch a pilot phase for our Downtown Snip ‘n’ Tip program, an   
initiative that focuses on targeted TNVR for the community cat population in 
the downtown area of Winchester, VA. We were pleased to be able to use part 
of the grant funds to assist a fellow nonprofit organization whose office is     
located within the targeted area. Kind employees were feeding a mother cat 
and her three young kittens and other cats had taken up residence on the 
office property as well. We’re happy to report that the adults (all females!) 
have been TNVR’d and the kittens were fostered and socialized by one of the 
nonprofit’s employees until ready to transfer to a rescue which had agreed to 
take them for adoption.  Thank you, VFHS, for making this happy outcome 
possible! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Spay/Neuter All Pets (SNAP) – 26 cats ($1,250) 
The Curly Lane Trapping 

In early April, I was contacted by a woman I had helped many times with 
getting her animals spayed and neutered.  She and her husband had recently 
lost their house and moved to a mobile home in the middle of nowhere with 
close neighbors who obviously did not provide properly for their animals.  
Verna, having a HUGE heart for cats, took up feeding the neighboring cats 
and kittens.  After making appointments at CASPCA for surgery, we (with the 
help of some very curious chickens and opinionated roosters) set out to trap 
all the cats.  The four adorable males were neutered and returned; I took two 
female teenage kittens into foster; and the mom cat, a gorgeous dilute calico, 
proceeded to give birth in the trap as I was dropping her off at the CASPCA 
for surgery!  I found a foster home for mom + two and once old enough, they 
were vetted and adopted out to a wonderful, loving home.  Ben and Jerry are 
now stars on their human mom’s Facebook page and Cream, their mom, was 
spayed and returned to Curly Lane.  Needless to say, there would be MANY 
more cats and kittens there now without TNR and a generous grant from 
VFHS and SpayVA! 

Many thanks for your generous support! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gwendolyn’s Wish – 2 cats and 8 dogs ($750) 
Thanks to this grant, Gwendolyn's Wish was able to help 10 low-income pet 
owners get spay/neuter surgeries for their beloved animals. Except for a     
once-monthly visit from the VBSPCA Neuter Scooter to the local                  
shelter, Williamsburg does not have a convenient low-cost spay/neuter clinic. 
And the truth is, for many poor families, even  lower cost surgeries just aren't 
possible when they're struggling to put food on the table or pay the rent. 
Gwendolyn's Wish provides 100% of the spay/neuter cost (plus vaccines and 
basic vet care as needed) to help these families take care of the pets they love.  
 

Thomas with his dog Tyson: Tyson was rescued by a good Samaritan from a 
dog fighting situation but she wasn't able to keep him. Thomas stepped in and 
gave Tyson a home. In addition to doing a neuter, the vet was able to remove 
a large mass from Tyson's back leg at the same time. Thomas also needed help 
getting Tyson to the vet (a common problem for low-income owners who rely 
on public transportation) so a Gwendolyn's Wish volunteer drove them.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Indian Rivers Humane Society – 35 cats ($1,000) 
 

IRHS offers a feral cat TNR program to the community.  In addition to the   
surgery, the cat is given a rabies shot and an ear tip before being returned to 
the colony.  In April we altered 30 cats, and in May another 5.  May was the 
end of our fiscal year, and during the year we altered a total of 295 feral cats. 
 

The attached photos are of an elaborate trapping device our volunteers Donna 
and Jon Cox designed and use.  They monitor the trap via camera 150 feet 
away, and operate the trap via remote control. 
 

In partnership with the King William Regional Animal Shelter, we also offer 
pet owners monthly transportation to a low-cost surgery center.  One hundred 
and fifty-six animals were altered through this program.  
 

In total, we assisted with 593 total surgeries.  This was a 15.6% increase over 
the previous year. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Voices for Animals HOWS Project – 15 dogs ($1,500) 
 

Special thanks again for awarding HOWS this generous grant, which has     
obviously been put to its intended use.  Thanks to VFHS, eleven (11) boys and 
four (4) girls won't be adding to the canine overpop-
ulation problem. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Francis Humane Association (SFHA) – 14 cats ($500) 
SFHA strives to decrease the number of cats and kittens needing placement 
through our spay/ neuter goals. Our goals are three part: 

1. All cats and kittens accepted into SFHA’s adoption program are spayed/
neutered prior to being made available for adoption. The funds from this 
come from our Adoption program.  

No grant money was used for cats in our adoption program. 
2. Owned cats:  SFHA ensures that if we take in kittens from citizens that the 
mother cats are spayed by the person surrendering the kittens. If they are     
unable to afford the surgery, we will cover the cost as long as the cat is taken 
to one of the low cost clinics we work with.  If spay/neuter funds are available, 
we will cover the cost of spay/neuter surgery for kittens we are not able to 
take into our program due to limitation of foster housing or space in our 
adoption program.  
 The grant money was used to spay/neuter 9 owned cats that began as 
friendly strays dropped off in the neighborhoods of the owners. One of the 
cats, Freckles, had kittens and we were able to get the babies—Ghost, Missy 
and Hank—spayed/neutered shortly after their adoption. We also were able to 
work with a local rural county that had gone to no-kill 
and spayed a pregnant semi-feral cat.  The other adult 
cat, Poopsie, from that same person was spayed.  
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Francis Humane Association (SFHA), cont’d. 
3. Community cats: SFHA has a volunteer dedicated to working to educate 
people seeking help with community cats on the importance of spay/neuter 
through TNR. We provide equipment, find surgery slots and assist with    
transportation as needed.  When SFHA has funds available for the spay/
neuter program, we will pay for the cost of the surgery.  
 

This grant from VFHS/SpayVA enabled SFHA to reach its community cat 
spay/neuter goals by allowing us to spay all of the female cats in three of the 
colonies where we have been working with caretakers on stabilizing the    
populations.   
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

NOVA Pets Alive – 3 cats and 4 dogs ($500)   
The VFHS spay/neuter grant has allowed NOVA Pets Alive to continue its 
mission to help local shelters eliminate the unnecessary killing of companion 
animals.  NPA has been able to continue pulling animals that are at risk of   
euthanasia, using the funds from the grant to spay and neuter these animals 
before sending them to their forever homes. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NOVA Pets Alive, cont’d.   
Allie Snow was found covered in fleas on the dirt roads of Southwest Virginia. 
She had a litter of five approximately two month old puppies. NOVA Pets 
Alive rescued her and her five puppies from a high-kill shelter, providing her 
a loving foster home to allow her to decompress from the stress she had       
experienced.  After catching up on some much needed sleep and being 
spayed, Allie found her forever home with an amazing family. Now she 
spends her days camping, relaxing, and enjoying her new home. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NOVA Pets Alive, cont’d.   
Nick was rescued from a high-kill shelter in    
Southwest Virginia by NOVA Pets Alive.  He was 
an instant favorite due to his “low-rider” stature, 
gentle nature, and silly personality. Although his 
history was a mystery, pellet fragments were 
found embedded in his skin during his neuter   
surgery.  Despite his past, Nick found his happy 
future with a family who provides lots of belly 
rubs, plush beds, and love. 

 
 

Jelly Bean and Brownie were transferred to NOVA Pets Alive after being 
found on the side of a road in a ditch.  Upon transport, they were immediately 
rushed to the vet due to the state of their health.  They were severely             
dehydrated and tested weak positive for parvo.  After getting fluids, rest, and 
TLC in foster, they bounced back into playful puppies!  Though their futures 
could have been drastically different, they now spend their days being doted 
on by their great families. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NOVA Pets Alive, cont’d.   
After receiving a desperate plea from a local shelter,   
NOVA Pets Alive knew they were faced with a crucial 
mission to take in approximately three week old Amber 
quickly, or she would face euthanasia in only a few 
hours. The husband of NOVA Pets Alive’s Vice President 
was deployed on this very special life-saving mission. 
The bond between the two grew strong as Acker         
continued to foster Amber.  As bittersweet as it was to say goodbye to sweet 
Amber, she is now happy in her forever home. 

 
April was surrendered by her owner to a local shelter  after 
giving birth to four kittens only two weeks prior. NOVA 
Pets Alive happily rescued the whole family, allowing 
April to continue to nurse her babies until they were all 
weaned and available for adoption. Once her kittens were 
healthy and strong enough to head to their new homes, 
April followed suit and was adopted with one of her 
kittens to start her new life with her forever family. 

NOVA Pets Alive came to    
Oscar’s rescue when a local shelter made a       
desperate plea for him. At approximately six 
weeks old, he was found alone trying to cross a 
busy road. After lots of foster cuddles and time to 
grow, his was strong enough to head to a new 
home of his own.  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Smyth County Humane Society—16 cats and 14 dogs ($1,250) 
 

The Smyth County Humane Society has a wonderful partnership with the 
Margaret B. Mitchell Spay/Neuter Clinic which allows us to stretch our grant 
funding to help lots of animals.  Our volunteer coordinator schedules the      
animals’ surgeries and determines how much the owner can pay based on    
individual needs.  With this sliding fee scale, we are able to help more animals 
than if we had a set fee schedule.  The Clinic sends a van to Marion in Smyth 
County twice a month, and we send an average of 25 animals to be spayed/
neutered in each van.  We want to thank the VFHS for the grant funding that 
allowed us to spay or neuter 30 animals!  
 

Page Paws – 23 cats ($1,000) 

 
 
 

Blue Ridge Border Collie Rescue – 13 dogs ($500) 
 
Friends of Russell County Virginia Animal Shelter – 1 cat and 10 
dogs ($1,000) 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Second Chance Dog Rescue – 67 cats and 5 dogs ($1,000) 

Dear VFHS and SpayVA,  

How does a community come together to deal with our 
overpopulation?  They receive a grant for $1000.00 from 
VFHS and SpayVA. 

We squeezed every bit of money plus some from the 
money you gave us.  We brought the community          
together all in the name of “Helping one family, help 
one animal.”  We initially teamed with Virginia          
Kincheloe Spay/Neuter Clinic, Country Cats, Stafford 
and Spotsylvania Animal Shelter.  Virginia Kincheloe 
Spay/Neuter Clinic provided most of the spay/neuter 
services. Country Cats has close ties to several of the 
neighborhoods that we wanted to target because we 
knew there was an overpopulation of unspayed/
unneutered cats.  After hearing of our efforts, local      
veterinarian White Oak Animal Hospital wanted to      
assist us with our efforts to provide affordable spay/
neuter services to our community.  We also received     
assistance from other area non-profits, MICAH and 
Fredericksburg Food Bank as well as Antioch Methodist 
Church and currently Stafford Social Services to help us 
with targeting both communities as well as individuals 
who had companion animals needing spay/neuter      
services.   Since receiving the grant, we spayed/neutered 
39 female cats, 28 male cats, 4 male dogs and 1 female 
dog.   

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Second Chance Dog Rescue, cont’d. 

We began by targeting areas in our community that we 
knew suffered from over populations.  Members of the 
community engaged with us because they knew that 
they had an over population of cats.  Country Cats    
President, Joan Enoch and I would speak to the             
individuals who assisted us with the process of TNR.  
We also were able to team with a local food banks to    
address the need of TNR in other neighborhood.  In one 
neighborhood, over the Memorial Day Weekend, 17 cats 
were initially trapped. We teamed with a local              
veterinarian, White Oak to spay/neuter 17 of the cats.  
We also trapped 11 kittens.  These kittens, were fostered 
by community members who saw our plea for help and 
wanted to assist us.  These kittens are now being placed 
in their forever homes after being spayed/neutered.   

There are not enough Thank yous for how grateful we 
are.  While the money is gone, ties have been formed    
because of this generous grant.  Second Chance Dog   
Rescue/Helping Paws has people wanting to know how 
they can become involved in our efforts of “Helping one 
family, help one animal.”  
 
Lisa M. Roosa and Jesse Reeve 

Founders, Second Chance All Breed Rescue/Helping Paws



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Highland County Humane Society – 22 cats and 5 dogs ($1,250) 

As a 100% volunteer organization, it was terrific to see the impact on our rural 
community, bettering the lives of owned pets, feral cat colonies, and prepping 
our fosters for adoption.  With the help of VFHS and SpayVA, we were able to 
reach more TNR colonies and owners in our communities, including owners 
of hounds and pit bulls.  With allocated funds for spay/neuter, HCHS was also 
able to reach out in the form of free vaccinations, veterinary care, grooming, 
pet food, and transportation for owned pets and our community cats.  Over 
all, most folks truly wanted their pets to remain in the household, they were 
just lacking the overall resources (funds, transportation, family vet) to make 
that happen.  

To date in 2017, over 175 dogs and cats have been sterilized.  In partnering 
with VFHS and SpayVA, HCHS could make our spay/neuter goals happen!  
We are looking forward to partnering with SpayVA in the future and are so 
very grateful for the generosity of the VFHS. 

The Animal Defense League of Washington County – 56 cats and 30 
dogs ($2,000) 
 

The ADL of Washington County offers financial assistance to residents of 
Southwest Virginia in cooperation with assistance from the Holly Help Spay/
Neuter Program ($10.00 contribution) and a co-pay from the owner.  Our     
assistance is $25.00 per FC/FD/MD.  MC subsidy is $20.00 per cat.  The grant 
from VFHS provided this assistance to residents from Buchanan, Dickenson, 
Lee, Russell, Scott, Smyth, Washington, Wise Counties plus the Independent 
City of Bristol, VA. 
 

Bedford Cares – 50 cats ($500) 
Bedford Cares began trapping 1/2/17. To date, we have trapped 324 cats.  50 
were covered by the VFHS grant, for which we are deeply grateful.



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

As part of our 2018 Spay/Neuter Grant Program, Tito's has generously 
offered to match all donations up to $10,000.  Please consider making a 
donation to SpayVA today!     VodkaForDogPeople.com 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you also to Maddie’s Fund, Two Mauds, and  

numerous private donors for your generosity.

http://vodkafordogpeople.com/

